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Despite the focus on collaborative ministry in several church documents and pastoral letters in

recent years, two frequently asked questions still persist: "What is it?" and "How do we make it

work?" In Collaboration: Uniting Our Gifts in Ministry, authors Loughlan Sofield, S.T., and Carroll

Juliano, S.H.C.J., provide answers to these questions based on their work of over twenty years with

thousands of Christians who are actively working to give birth to a ministry that calls on all

Christians to share their baptismal gifts. Collaboration offers a comprehensive model and a wealth

of practical strategies to help ministers navigate their way through the sometimes messy,

sometimes painful issues they confront. Chronicling the many developments in the church's life and

practice since the issue of collaborative ministry first came into focus, they identify some of the

myths and obstacles that hinder effective collaborative ministry and offer concrete examples of why

and how collaboration is working. Their careful use of a full range of contemporary ecclesial

documents helps readers concretize a sometimes nebulous understanding of collaborative ministry.

And they show that effective collaboration requires both a collaborative spirituality and the specific

skills such as group leadership, dealing with conflict, and learning to confront. Reminding us that "a

non-collaborative church is a church of maintenance rather than a church of mission," the authors

provide an invaluable resource to enliven the church's mission and to make the vision of

collaborative ministry proclaimed by the Second Vatican Council a reality.
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This book will guide you to develop positive collaborative partnerships in your community. It's a

must read for church and community leaders.

Thanks

Awesome!

This book was forced upon many Archdiocese Of Baltimore teachers for a course forced upon

them. Being a teacher for many years this book lives by the motto, "nothing new under the sun."

Dull, redundent, and any other euphanism that suggests awful would be appropos.

I have read several articles and books on the subject of Collaborative Ministry - many by Sofield &

Juliano. In preparing adults for ministry in our diocese, I have found their recent book "Collaboration:

Uniting Our Gifts in Ministry" to be an excellent resource. The text is easy to read with excellent

examples and good discussion questions. It is well documented with quotes from several church

documents which truly affirm the role of the lay minister.I'd like to encourage every parish staff in our

diocese to adapt the discipline of collaborative ministry. Collaboration: Uniting Our Gifts in Ministry is

an excellent resource which may begin to make this process a reality.
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